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President

Bob Lamp 434-5371
blamp42@hotmail.com
Vice President

Randi Noble 855-9374
noble4u@optonline.net
Recording Secretary
Dee Walters 964-084 |

deegreenwalters@yahoo.com

Corresponding Secretary
Mike Parenteau 866-3820
mjp1992@aol.com

Treasurer

Wendy Thompson 838-0171
wendy2007 @optonline.net
Quartermaster

Martha Gurvich 838-3433
margurvi@optonline.net

Pit Crew Chief

Ed Gray 866-1622
ebajgray@snet.net

Head Chaperones

Diane King 858-4628
queeney3@aol.com

Liz Rosa 856-0842
prosa@optonline.net
Fundraising

Karen Greenwald 852-1002
jkgreenfour@aol.com

Rossana Pozzi 866-1969
rossanapozzi@sbcglobal.net
Membership

Mike Paris 899-0629
mickeyparis@aol.com

Can & Bottle (Fox Run)
Bob Lamp 434-5371

Can & Bottle (McMahon)
Ed Gray 866-1622

Shoprite/Stew’s Certificate
Nowell Emano 921-7762

nowellemano@yahoo.com

RON SECCHI
cell 858-5434
secchir@norwalkps.org
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Celebration of Sound— A Partnership of Success!!

Band camp, the rehearsals, the
meetings, the planning-
ahhhhhh how does it all come
together??? Somehow it does!
COS is now a memory and
very much a success. The stu-
dents have that nervous first
performance for some out of
the way! The instructors real-
ize the work still left to be
done, and the parents can
breathe a small sigh of relief!!!
Many, many thanks to all par-
ents who helped, some of
whom were on site for 12+
hours. Did you happen to
check out what our salads
looked like? If not, you missed
a spectacular sight. Kudos to
Diane DiPietro, Susan & Billy-
Murphy!!! Our dedicated pizza
fritta crew was awesome, even
Lynne! To Jeff, thanks for
keeping them coming. And
then there were our grill guys,
who has better help? Rich,
Herman, John—you guys were
awesome too. Kim dealt with
the crowds and teenage
“spirit”. The kitchen crew sur-

vived the 5:15 army and inter-
mission. We would be remiss
not to thank the brawn behind
the kitchen, Karen, Michel and
our most steadfast supporter Ed
Cogswell, Parking saw the re-
turn of seasoned veterans like
Bob & Robbie Custer as well as
our current guru Bob and his
assistant Andy. Admissions,
dedicated as always! Stand up
and applaud Tom Peter who
graciously year after year volun-
teers to be off-site at Brookside
even this year as an alumnus.
And oh those souvenir volun-
teers, tirelessly asking for “more
hot water”! All the volunteers
“gently roped in” by Jeannie
Lamp did a fantastic job! And
many, many thanks to those of
you still there at 1:30 AM.—
Wendy, our treasurer, who
spent the whole night locked in
a little room counting the cash,
Barb Cafero and Judy McDow-
ell, Ice cream sundae queen—
Sara Kline, the ever tireless
Fords and Michel Loth and

Karen Coe. Thanks of course to

our chairperson, Bob Lamp!
COS is truly a partnership of
success—the kids, the staff, the
parents . ONWARD AND

222/ 222/

Band Parent Meeting
Monday, Nov.5 7PM
BMHS Band Room

Apparel!!!  Snacks!!!

Fundraiser Updates—Pies and Candles!

Thanksgiving Pie deliveries will
be sometime during the week of
Thanksgiving; watch for a no-

tice.

For those unfortunates who
missed the order deadline, all is
not lost! We order by the case
(not by the pie), so there are
usually overages available for

purchase at pie pickup time.

Candle orders are still being
taken—great holiday gifts!
Bring in your order form NO

LATER THAN November |5th!

Questions?

Give Karen Greenwald, Diane
King, or Rossana Pozzi a call.
Their numbers are on the left

side of this page.
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_ From the Quartermaster...Uniform Care

Hey Rich—
Thanks for all
you do to sup-
port me and
our children!!
This band is
lucky to have

you—Randi

We are very excited this year
to be starting out the new
season. When your student
first comes home with their
uniform, please check the pants
for pins. If the garment has
been pinned, please either hem
it yourself or have a tailor do it
for you. Do not cut away any
fabric; just fold it up and stitch
it in place as is, to make it pos-
sible to tailor the pants for
another person in years to

come.
Please remember to give some

attention to the care of the
uniforms. Our kids come
home from competitions tired
and distracted and taking care
of their gear is often the last
thing on their minds. When
your band member comes
home from a competition
please check that the uniform is
hung up nicely on hangers so
that it won’t become wrinkled.
Please open the garment bag
and pull it off and around the
uniform so that air can get to
the garments. . If the garment
bag is left zipped up the mois-

ture from sweat and humidity
can cause the fabric to mold.
From experience | can tell you
that mold is one stain our dry
cleaner can’t remove. The
brand new uniform is valued at
$350.00 (the total value of the
entire inventory is $40,000).
This belongs not to school but
to us, the Band Parents Asso-
ciation! Students will be held
responsible for repairs and
replacement if their things are
ruined.

| recommend that you use
Majestic Cleaners on Scribner
Ave. They give us a very good
price for cleaning and have
been strong supporters of the
marching band program. Have
the uniform dry cleaned as it
needs it. Check for stains and
dirt please. Sometimes the kids
don’t notice the dirt. It will
most likely need cleaning every
second or third time out. If
the uniform needs freshening
but isn’t dirty you can have it
pressed. Do not press it at
home with an iron, please!
Majestic Cleaners will be happy

to do that for you. Using an
iron will damage the fabric.
Another option for freshening
your uniform is to use a Dryel
kit. Just follow the instructions,
pop it in the dryer and the
uniform will come out smelling
better and without so many
wrinkles. Your child will need
to have special shoes; they are
specially designed for marching.
If you (or they) haven’t or-
dered shoes, let me know and |
will get them for you. Return-
ing band members check that
your shoes still fit, and every-
one except percussion will
need black gloves, which | also

will supply.

Any questions about uniforms,
or anything else, please give me
a call. If I don’t know the an-
swer to your question | will
help you find it.

Martha Gurvich

Margurvi@aol.com
838-3433

THANKS SPONSORS

Majestic Cleaners
280 Connecticut Ave
838-5420

Grade A ShopRite
360 Connecticut Ave
838-0504

!

Stew Leonard’s
100 Westport Ave
847-7214

Many thanks to all of you who
are coming out in support of
our kids at the competitions.

Spirit, Spirit, Spirit

While we need many hands
chaperoning and moving equip-
ment, we also need a cheering
section in the crowd. Being
there makes such a tremen-
dous impact on the entire band
family! Please continue to show
your support by attending the
last few shows (NO AIR-

HORNS, PLEASE!).....

We are looking for a small
SPIRIT COMMITTEE of parents

to help decorate the busses, pit
trucks and vehicles for Champi-
onships. The kids love it and it
really pumps them up. Not to
mention getting everyone in-
volved into the spirit of the
show!!

If you can help, please call
Randi Noble at 855-9374 or
drop Randi an email at no-

J W
* 7 sk
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Why all the fundraisers ??

One of the most asked ques-
tions has to be “Why do you

bombard us with fundraisers?”

Fundraisers are put together
from previous ventures in the
years past or new ideas from
parents to help you raise
money for your band account.
No one disputes that the band
account payments aren’t tough.
We realize they are for MOST
of the band. With fundraisers
you have the opportunity to
sell to other people and have
their sales go directly to YOUR
band account. The objective is

Issue I.1

to sell to friends, family and co-
workers so that it is not com-

ing out of your pocket!!

The same is true of volunteer
events. We encourage you to
sign up to work these events
and bring other people with
you. The more you participate,
the less out of pocket expense
you will have. There are the
monthly Can & Bottle drives at
both Fox Run and BMHS—sign
up with extended family and
friends and earn hourly credit
for each person you bring (sign
up must be done in advance).

We also have grocery certifi-
cates. We ALL Eat— purchase
a Shoprite or Stew Leonard’s
gift card from Nowell Emano
and you will earn 10% back
toward your band account. Sell
them to your neighbors and
friends. We have had parents in
the past sell to their entire
neighborhood and pay the EN-

TIRE band account.
IT CAN BE DONE!!!

So pick and choose your favor-
ite or do’em all. The more you
take advantage the less you'll

pay out of pocket.

IMPORTANT FINANCIAL UPDATE

Currently the band and guard
programs are in a very serious
financial position. So serious,
that there may not be enough
money to complete the fall
season and fund the winter
programs UNLESS the out-
standing balances (carried from
last Fall and Winter) and this
year’s accounts be brought up
to date immediately. Currently
the Band Parents Association is
almost $25,000 behind in pay-
ments due. There are still band
accounts that are unpaid from
as far back as last year, and

October’s payment is due now.

This is not a pleasant reality for
any of us to face. The executive
board has put every energy
into working for the band and
guard students and the march-
ing band program. There are
many projects we would love
to put into place and there is
always equipment needed that
would improve the program.
These things can’t get done
without any money!! We as a

band family need to pull to-
gether and show we care about
the program by taking respon-
sibility for our part in the finan-
cial demands of the marching
band and guard programs.

If this does not begin to
happen, the Band Parent
Association will need to

begin to take actions to

assure that financial obliga-
tions (like payroll for the
instructors) that we have
committed to are met.

Actions taken may need

to include: canceling re-
hearsals, cutting person-

nel, missing a competition

and a variety of possible

other consequences for indi-
viduals who are ignoring their
account obligations. Everyone
works extremely hard all year
and deserves to have a success-
ful season. We apologize in
advance to the many students
and families who do work hard
to pay their accounts on time.
This organization is a team and
we need to remember that

we're all in this together! We
need to be pro-active in order
to resolve the financial prob-
lems we are facing. It is VERY
IMPORTANT for parents to

Ui

make their payments and/or
talk to any one of the three of
us (Bob Lamp, Randi Noble and
Wendy Thompson) to find out
your balances and discuss ar-
rangements. This needs to be
done this week!!! (note: state-
ments are mailed out every
month so everyone should

have access to their balance).

UPCOMING SHOWS

Ramsey—Sat., Oct.. 27 BMHS WINS BEST IN CLASS IV, BEST PERCUSSION IN CLASS IV!

Norwalk—Sat., Nov. 3
CHAMPIONSHIPS—Sat., Nov. 10

UBS Parade (Stamford)—Sun., Nov. 18

Football v. Norwalk—Thu., Nov. 22 (not optional!)
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Help Wanted

Corner
We are in need of a chair-

person for the End of Year
Banquet, where we honor
and say goodbye to our sen-
iors, recognize those stu-
dents who have made out-
standing accomplishments.
Last year’s plan is available
to you or you can plan your
own.

We are also looking for
someone to chair the Spring
Raffle . We have a file and
format for you to follow and

will help you through.

o <
oand Appare,

Be sure to check out the
terrific apparel etc. at the
Band Parent meeting

Nov.5. They make great

holiday gifts!

“ewsleu,‘

Corresponding Secretary
Mike Parenteau puts to-
gether our newsletters. If
you have something of note
you would like to include,

please contact Mike!
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We need to see
EVERYONE




